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Presentation Notes
Hello and good afternoon! On behalf of the Port of Benton Commission and team, thank you for the opportunity to be here today.  Diahann sends her best to this group and also extends her gratitude for the opportunity.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
November 2023 marked the Port of Benton’s 65th anniversary.�Throughout the Port’s 65-year history, Port Commissioners and team members have imagined and innovated to deliver for our district and beyond.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Port of Benton’s Board of Commissioners serves as the final authority in Port decisions, setting policy and direction for the Port’s activities. Port commissioners are publicly elected by voters residing within Port of Benton’s district, each serving a six-year term that is staggered, resulting in the election of one commissioner every two years. Day-to-day operations of the Port are managed and facilitated by the executive director., Diahann Howard.



Benton City
• Benton City Development Building 

Paterson
• Crow Butte Park

Prosser
• Prosser Wine & Food Park
• Vintners Village
• Prosser Airport
• Walter Clore Wine & Culinary Center

Richland
• Technology & Business Campus
    – USS Triton Sail Park
• Richland Innovation Center
• Richland Business Park
• Richland Airport 
• North Horn Rapids Industrial Park

Sites & Facilities

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Port of Benton drives economic growth, trade and tourism by providing quality infrastructure, facilities, land and multimodal transportation for businesses and the community.Port of Benton’s district (shown in yellow on the map) covers two-thirds of Benton County – including North Richland, Benton City, Prosser and Paterson – and represents nearly 56,000 people. The port has 11 development sites ranging from large industrial, value-added ag to recreation and tourism sites like Crow Butte Park.



Total Assets

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Port owns and operates several commercial and industrial properties within its district boundaries.  It also owns and maintains several multimodal transportation operations, including a barge terminal facility, two airports, and its short-line railroad. The Port District is home to over 120 companies across our 11 development sites.
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Benton City

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here are some highlights of Port of Benton properties and facilities around our district.  Beginning in Benton City, the port owns the development building where Subway is located on Main Street.Subway opened in 2018 and has been a major investment in downtown Benton City and the first franchise to enter Benton City!
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Port sold this development building to Pepper Preppers Kitchen, which is a shared-use Commissary Kitchen. Last spring, the Port hosted a ribbon-cutting event to highlight the success of this small business who continues to grow, expand and succeed.
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CrowButte.com

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Moving to Paterson at the southern border of our district is Crow Butte Park.Located on the Columbia River, Crow Butte Park is situated along the Northwest Discovery Water Trail, which was traveled by explorers Lewis & Clark.�The 1,500-acre park has six miles of shoreline, a marina, a spacious grassy park with a playground, and a full-service campground.�A favorite of boaters, water sports enthusiasts, hikers, anglers, families wanting to picnic, or campers, Crow Butte Park and campground are open from April 1 – October 1 each year. The boat ramp remains open year-round.�All campsite reservations are made online at CrowButte.com, and visitors can also purchase day-use parking passes, and marina passes on the website.�Day-use passes can also be purchased at one of two of the brand-new kiosks located at the park.



Prosser Airport & Business Park
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In Prosser, our largest property is the Prosser Airport.�The airport and business park support 238 jobs and have a total economic impact/business revenues of over $22 million. Chukar Cherries’ flagship store is located in the airport’s business park.�The general aviation airport has one asphalt runway that is 3,400 feet long. The airport offers flight instruction and is also a landing site for air ambulance aircraft serving Prosser and surrounding communities. �Each September, the airport hosts the Prosser Balloon Rally.��



Walter Clore Center
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Also located in Prosser is the Walter Clore Wine & Culinary Center.�In 2003, the Port obtained 16 acres of land overlooking the Yakima River specifically for this facility, which aligned with the Port’s focus on agribusiness/agritourism.�The Center is a world-renown facility showcasing Washington state wines with displays, tastings and educational forums for industry consumers to discover the culture, history and unique growing regions that beget Washington's exceptional wines.�The funding and design of the outdoor Pavilion and Culinary Center building were a collaboration between the Port, the State of Washington, the Prosser Economic Development Association, the Clore Board of Directors and the private sector, and also included a $2 million grant from the Federal Economic Development Administration.�Washington State University Tri-Cities leases the facilities and land from the port by under a Facility Use Agreement. The port continues to work with industry to host educational workshops and events at the Clore Center.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Vintners Village is a signature wine destination in the heart of Washington wine country in Prosser.�The wine village is home to nationally acclaimed wineries and tasting rooms, a restaurant, gift shop and bakery, bed & breakfast, and other places to explore.Vintners Village is anchored by the Winemakers Loft, a collection of centrally located tasting rooms where you can venture door-to-door surrounded by more wineries and shops on the grounds.�The Port is currently selling parcels in phase two of Vintners Village. The lots are development ready, with utilities and fiber in place, as well as installed curbs, gutters and modern streetlights and as you can see from the photo included here, Enodav Winery purchased two parcels last year, with plans to break ground on a new tasting room and production facility in the coming months!�With additional parcels available for sale, Vintners Village will continue to grow. In 2022, the port unveiled a new Vintners Village website at VintnersVillage.com to help promote tourism and economic growth.The website highlights the businesses and events at the wine village.�The homepage hosts an event calendar with updated events and information, and you’ll also find helpful tips to “plan your visit.”�Plan your own visit by visiting VintnersVillage.com today!
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Our Prosser Wine & Food Park is home to Alexandria Nicole Cellars tasting room, Tirriddis Sparkling Wines and Narratif Winery. A variety of community events are held each year at the public park next to the Prosser Wine & Food Park, including the Scottish Festival in June.If you haven’t been to Prosser lately, there are a lot of great things happening!



Tourism

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A quick side note about Prosser. The Port worked with American Cruise Lines last year and connected the cruise lines to Prosser businesses and attractions.�Starting next month, American Cruise Lines plans to bring 2-5 motorcoaches a week to experience Prosser businesses!
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PROJECTS ��In 2022, the Port team achieved the largest number of capital projects in the port’s history.�This included a $3.2 million Federal Aviation Administration-funded electrical replacement project at the Richland Airport. During the monthslong project, crews replaced the entire electrical system at the general aviation airport.�This year, we are planning $3.1 million in additional improvement projects at both Richland and Prosser airports with support from Federal Aviation Administration grant dollars.��We also recently purchased the former terminal building at the Richland Airport to expand leasable space for aviation-related and small businesses to support the airport’s growth.



Richland Airport & Business Park
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
�The Richland Airport supports 682 jobs and has a total economic impact/business revenues of over $114 million annually. �The airport has two asphalt runways and offers a variety of services, including flight instruction, aircraft rental and a glider towing. The Richland Airport also serves as a base for fixed-wing and rotorcraft air ambulance activities. In 2023, the airport was home to about 8 Fire boss airplanes.



Upcoming Projects

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
�Crews completed the White Bluffs Center Phase 1 in Richland (pictured above), home to the Hanford History Project and we held a dedication event to the late Robert L. Ferguson in July of this year. Ferguson was a regional economic development champion who left a lasting legacy.��A future expansion of the Center will include space for the growing B Reactor tours visitor center and USS Triton Sail Park which is in alignment with Visit TC and regional STEM tourism goals.  
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�Later this year, we’re planning to unveil a commemorative wall to honor those who served aboard the historic submarine. We have recently uploaded a complete list of Veterans who served aboard Triton throughout it’s 10-year commissioning to our website.



Waterfront Planning

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Transitioning our economy beyond Hanford is essential. We will be conducting land and waterfront planning for future development with the community and our economic development partners. ��This effort will ensure these limited resources are managed to their fullest potential, consistent with our strategic plan goals and provide regional benefit. 



Clean Up to Clean Energy
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Some of this interest is the result of the efforts by the VERTical Advanced Clean Energy Innovation Cluster, which the Port administers.  �� VERTical’s purpose is to accelerate the transition to clean, renewable and non-emitting energy production sources by 2025 through advanced nuclear power technologies.�We are teaming with industry, academia, workforce and regional partners, and state and congressional offices on this transformational undertaking. Vertical priorities include:�	Facilitate next-generation nuclear energy reactor demonstration and deployment projectsEstablish the first industry-led domestic Clean Energy Supplier Alliance to build a supply chain for next-generation nuclear and advanced clean energy systemsEnsure the readiness of the industry’s future clean energy skilled trades and professional workforce to create a talent pipeline
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Moving over to Richland , the Port of Benton also owns a 16-mile short-line rail network – called the Southern Connection, which runs between Center Parkway in Kennewick and Horn Rapids Road in north Richland. In 1998, the U.S. Department of Energy transferred ownership of the rail line and surrounding land and buildings to the Port. This transfer in ownership was done to avoid the closure of the railroad and to foster further economic development efforts.  For more than 20 years, the Port has worked to honor the spirit of this transfer by spurring economic and industrial development in Benton County.Today, the line serves shippers from around the region to efficiently get their products to market. This stretch of rail transports the highest tonnage of goods in the state each year – over 1.3 million tons – and is an integral factor in the port’s mission of fostering economic development and growth.The port leases the rail network to a short-line operator to manage, maintain, and operate. On-site rail service is provided by the short-line operator and two Class I railroads (Class 1 railroads are the largest rail carriers in the U.S.)As part of the port’s 2022 capital improvement project plan, the port team successfully replaced two rail crossings over two separate weekends – the crossing at the intersection of Van Giesen Street and State Route 224 and the crossing at Swift Blvd. and Cemetery Road (the entrance into Einan’s at Sunset).�I’ll touch on planned upcoming rail projects shortly.



Inland Port

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We’re establishing plans and partnerships to develop an Inland Port in north Richland to provide multiple modes of transportation services for the region’s vast industries to get their goods to market.   



North Richland

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
North Horn Rapids comprises 1,641 acres owned by the Port of Benton, City of Richland and Energy Northwest.This land was transferred by the U.S. Department of Energy in 2016 and designated for mega-site industrial uses benefitting the growth of the local economy.We are under contract to sell 150 acres at an industrial site in north Richland to renewable fertilizer company Atlas Agro who is also a part of the Pacific Northwest Hydrogen Hub.  This green fertilizer project is expected to create up to 235 full-time jobs, plus hundreds more during construction and over 1,000 indirect and induced jobs, helping our region take a major step toward a net-zero economy.  



PortofBenton.com  |  509-375-3060 

Thank You!
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Thank audience again and invite questions.
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